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THE HON KEVIN RUDD MP T MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
CANBERRA
13 SEP 2011
The Hon Lt Gen Nhial Deng Nhial
Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN
Dear Minister

On behalf of the people and Government of Australia, I warmly congratulate you, the
people and new Government of the Republic of South Sudan for your achievement of
independence on Saturday 9 July 2011.

Australia is delighted to welcome South Sudan to the community of nations. Australia
formally recognised South Sudan on 9 July and was proud to co-sponsor the General
Assembly resolution on South Sudan’s admission to the United Nations on 14 July 2011.

Toffer my personal congratulations on your appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation and look forward to working closely with you in the future.

Australia’s high-level representation at celebrations in Juba by the Prime Minister's Special
Representative, Mr Danby MP, Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on F oreign Affairs,
Defence and Trade, was a symbol of Australia’s desire to foster close and friendly relations
with South Sudan and its people. I want to personally assure you that Australia is
committed to working with the international community to assist South Sudan with the
many challenges that lie ahead.

Building an enduring peace and stability will be a key challenge. Australia remains gravely
concerned about ongoing serious violence and threat to civilians in parts of Sudan and
South Sudan, including Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile states, Abyei and the Darfur
region. Australia urges all parties to resolve outstanding matters peacefully by negotiation,
not unilateral action, and refrain from further violence.

Australia is determined to play its part in addressing these peace and security challenges. I
am pleased to inform you that Australia has offered a contribution of up to thirty five
peacekeepers to the recently established United Nations Mission in South Sudan. As you
would be aware, Australia has contributed to the United Nations Mission in Sudan since
2005.

Australia and South Sudan already share close ties through the large South Sudanese
community in Australia. And there is great potential for the strengthening of trade and
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The Hon Kevin Rudd MP . .
Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs

Australia welcomes South Sudan to the Community of Nations

Joint media release: Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs

Canberra

9 July 2011

The Australian Government has today formally recognised the Republic of South Sudan as an independent state.
South Sudan declared its independence today.

Australia warmly welcomes South Sudan into the community of nations.

Independence reflects the clear aspirations of the South Sudanese people, as expressed in January's credible and
peaceful referendum.

We congratulate in particular Australia's large South Sudanese community, with Australia the largest voting site outside of
Africa.

Australia will shortly establish diplomatic relations with South Sudan.
Australia will be represented at today's celebrations in Juba by the Hon Michael Danby MP.

Mr Danby is the Chair of the Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee for Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade and was
appointed by the Prime Minister to be Australia's Special Representative at the independence celebrations.

Working with the international community, Australia stands ready to support the people of South Sudan and Sudan build a
viable and secure future.

The Australian Government is pleased to announce $16 million to assist South Sudan over the next two years to deliver
basic services such as education, maternal health, sanitation and also to support rural livelihoods.

While today is a day of celebration, the people of South Sudan face substantial challenges.

Australia is gravely concerned about ongoing serious violence and insecurity in parts of Sudan, particularly in Southern
Kordofan state and the Darfur region, and in parts of South Sudan.

Australia has contributed peacekeepers to the United Nations Mission in Sudan since 2005, and intends to make a
contribution to the new United Nations Mission in South Sudan, expected to be established shortly.

Australia urges the peaceful resolution of all outstanding matters by negotiation, not unilateral action. The protection and
safety of civilians must be the highest priority.

Media inquiries

m  Minister's Office: (02) 6277 7500
m Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Media Liaison: (02) 6261 1555

m AusAID Media: 0417 680 590
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