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Classification Board

Level 6, 23-33 Mary St 
Surry Hills NSW 2010, Australia

Telephone: +61 9289 7100

classification.gov.au

Page 1 of 4

File No: T12/0678

Decision Report

Classification decisions are made in accordance with the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer 
Games) Act 1995 (the Act), the National Classification Code and the Classification Guidelines.

Production Details:

Title: Minecraft
Alternate Titles:
Publisher: MICROSOFT
Programmer: MICROSOFT
Year of Production: 2011
Version: Modified
Country of origin: SWEDEN
Language: English
Application Type: Level 2 Gameplay
Applicant: Microsoft Pty Ltd

Dates:

Date application received by the Classification Board: 25/07/2023 
Date of decision: 2/08/2023

Decision: 

Classification: PG
Consumer Advice: Mild violence, online interactivity and chat, in-game purchases

Synopsis:

Minecraft is a first-person, sandbox adventure game in which players mine highly stylised, pixelated landscapes 
to harvest cube-like materials. This edition of Minecraft has been modified from its original 2011 edition with 
the inclusion of The Minecraft Marketplace. The game inlcudes online interactivity and chat in the form of a 
cross-platform multiplayer and voice-chat. The game also includes in-game purchases with real world money, to 
purchase Minecoins from the Minecraft store to use as currency within the Minecraft Marketplace. The 
Minecraft Marketplace is only accessible in the Bedrock Edition of Minecraft.

Reasons for Decision:

In making this decision, the Classification Board has applied the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer 
Games) Act 1995 (the Classification Act), the National Classification Code (the Code) and the Guidelines for the 
Classification of Computer Games 2012 (the Guidelines).

In the Board's view this computer game warrants a PG classification as, in accordance with item 5 of the 
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Page 2 of 4

computer games table of the National Classification Code, it cannot be recommended for playing by persons 
who are under 15 without the guidance of their parents or guardians.

Pursuant to the Guidelines for the Classification of Computer Games, this computer game is classified PG as the 
impact of the classifiable elements is mild. Material classified PG may contain material which some children find 
confusing or upsetting, and may require the guidance of parents or guardians. It is not recommended for playing 
by persons under 15 without guidance from parents or guardians.

The classifiable element is violence that is mild in playing impact.
 

The examples described below do not represent an exhaustive list of the content that caused the computer 
game to be classified PG.
 

VIOLENCE
__________
 

The game contains infrequent mild violence that is justified by context. The game contains no sexual violence – 
implied or otherwise.
 

Minecraft is a first-person, sandbox adventure game in which players mine highly stylised, pixelated landscapes 
to harvest cube-like materials. Players traverse environments, avoid hazards, build new structures, and craft 
weapons to occasionally defend against monsters in either creative mode or survival mode. The game features 
infrequent, stylised violence allowing player-characters to kill or maim other characters, as well as kill animals in 
order to get raw materials from them. Player-characters can use various weapons including TNT, swords, bow 
and arrows, axes and sticks. When characters or animals are defeated by TNT explosions or are being repeatedly 
hit by other weapons, they flash red, make a pained 'grunting noise' and disappear in a flash of smoke. No 
physical contact, blood or injury detail is depicted. When a player-character is harmed, the heart icons on their 
health bar deplete to zero and the frame is filled by a box that features text saying: “You died!” The player is 
given the option of immediately respawning the player-character or exiting to the main menu.
 

OTHER MATTERS CONSIDERED OR NOTED
__________
 

The Board notes that section 21A of the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Act 1995 states 
that if the Board is of the opinion that a classified computer game contains contentious material (whether 
activated through use of a code or otherwise) that was not brought to the Board's attention in accordance with 
subsection 14(4) or 17(2) before the classification was made and if the Board had been aware of the material 
before the classification was made, it would have given the game a different classification, the Board must 
revoke the classification.
 

The Board also notes that the game contains themes that can be accommodated within a lower classification.
 

Finally, the Board notes that a version of this computer game has been previously classified PG (with consumer 
advice of mild themes violence, gaming experience may change online) on 28 February 2012. In the Board’s 
opinion the modifications to this game – which includes the addition of the Minecraft Marketplace as a hub 
where players can purchase additional content using in-game currency called Minecoins - do not contain any 
classifiable elements that alter this classification or exceed a PG impact level. The consumer advice has been 
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updated to reflect current Board standards. Therefore, this game warrants a PG classification with consumer 
advice of mild violence, online interactivity and chat, in-game purchases.

Decision:

This game is classified PG with consumer advice of Mild violence, online interactivity and chat, in-game 
purchases.
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Classification Board Use only

Names of panel members constituted for decision:

, 

Details of opinions:

Panelist Opinion
PG - Mild violence, online interactivity and chat, in-game purchases
PG - Mild violence, online interactivity and chat, in-game purchases.

Details of Opinions (Including minority opinions): Unanimous

A senior panellist has confirmed that the application considered was valid under the Act.

A senior panellist has confirmed that all members constituting the Board for this decision have considered the 
application and that this Decision Report is a true and accurate reflection of the Board’s decision and any  
minority opinions.

Decision signed off by delegate: 

CB 25-024 - Document 3
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Revocation of decision: 
Under section 21A of the Act, if the Board is of the opinion that a classified computer game contains contentious 
material (whether activated through the use of a code or otherwise) that was not brought to the Board’s 
attention before the classification was made and if the Board had been aware of the material it would have 
given the computer game a different classification, the Board must revoke the classification. 

Review of Decision: 
Section 42 of the Act provides that certain persons, including the applicant for classification, may apply to the 
Classification Review Board for a review of the decision of the Classification Board.  Generally, an application for 
review must be made within 30 days after the applicant received notice of the decision (section 43).  More 
information about the review process is available at www.classification.gov.au or by contacting the Classification 
Branch on (+61 2) 9289 7100 or applications@classification.gov.au.
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_________________________________________________________
A senior panellist has confirmed that the application considered was valid under the Act and that this Decision 
Report accurately reflects the Board’s decision and any minority opinions.

 

Decision Report

Classification decisions are made in accordance with the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer 
Games) Act 1995 (the Act), the National Classification Code and the Classification Guidelines. 

Production Details:

Title: MINECRAFT

Alternate titles: 

Publisher: MICROSOFT

Programmer: MOJANG / 4J STUDIOS

Production Company: NOT SHOWN

Year of Production: 2011

Duration: VARIABLE

Version: ORIGINAL

Format: MULTI PLATFORM

Country/ies of origin: SCOTLAND

Language/s: ENGLISH

Application type: CGA

Applicant: MICROSOFT PTY LTD

Dates:

Date application received by the Classification Board: 21 February 2012

Date of decision: 28 February 2012

Decision:

Classification: PG

Consumer advice: Mild violence, Gaming experience may change online

File No: T12/0678
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Synopsis:

Minecraft is a role playing game in which the player must construct a shelter out of blocks and 
defend themselves against monsters.

Reasons for the Decision:

In making this decision, the Classification Board has applied the Classification (Publications, 
Games and Computer Games) Act 1995 (the Classification Act), the National Classification Code 
(the Code) and the Guidelines for the Classification of Games and Computer Games 2005 (the 
Guidelines).

In the Board's view this computer game warrants a PG classification as, in accordance with item 4 
of the computer games table of the National Classification Code, it cannot be recommended for 
viewing or playing by persons who are under 15 without the guidance of their parents or 
guardians.

Pursuant to the Guidelines for the Classification of Films and Computer Games, this computer 
game is classified PG as the impact of the classifiable elements is mild. Material classified PG may 
contain material which some children find confusing or upsetting, and may require the guidance 
of parents or guardians. It is not recommended for viewing or playing by persons under 15 
without guidance from parents or guardians.

OTHER MATTERS CONSIDERED OR NOTED
__________

The Board notes that in making this decision consideration was given to information supplied 
under section 17(3) of the Classification Act. This section allows for an applicant who is of the 
opinion that a game would be classified G, PG or M to supply a recommendation of the 
classification and consumer advice for the game. The person who prepares the assessment must 
be an authorised person under section 17(5) of the Classification Act.

The Board also notes that section 21A of the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer 
Games) Act 1995 states that if the Board is of the opinion that a classified computer game 
contains contentious material (whether activated through use of a code or otherwise) that was 
not brought to the Board's attention in accordance with subsection 14(4) or 17(2) before the 
classification was made and if the Board had been aware of the material before the classification 
was made, it would have given the game a different classification, the Board must revoke the 
classification.

The Board agrees with the recommended classification of PG and consumer advice of mild 
violence; Gaming experience may change online.

Decision:

This game is classified PG with consumer advice of mild violence; Gaming experience may change 
online.
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Classification Board use only 

______________

Names of panel members constituted for decision:

; Senior Panellist
; Lead Classifier

Details of opinions (including minority views):

Senior Panellist (based upon information submitted under section 17(3) of the Classification Act).

A senior panellist has confirmed that the application considered was valid under the Act.

A senior panellist has confirmed that all members constituting the Board for this decision have considered the 
application and that this Decision Report is a true and accurate reflection of the Board’s decision and any 
minority opinions.

Decision signed off by a senior panellist.
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Locked Bag 3, HAYMARKET SYDNEY NSW 1240 Tel: (02)9289 7100 Fax: (02)9289 7101 

TITLE (and Known Alternative Titles) 
MINECRAFT

CLASSIFICATION:  PG 

Revocation of decision: 
Under section 21A of the Act, if the Board is of the opinion that a classified computer game contains 
contentions material (whether activated through use of a code or otherwise) that was not brought to the 
Board’s attention before the classification was made and if the Board had been aware of the material it would 
have given the computer game a different classification, the Board must revoke the classification. 

Review of Decision: 
Section 42 of the Act provides that certain persons, including the applicant for classification, may apply to the 
Classification Review Board for a review of the decision of the Classification Board.  Generally, an 
application for review must be made within 30 days after the applicant received notice of the decision 
(section 43).  More information about the review process is available at www.classification.gov.au or by 
contacting the Secretary to the Classification Review Board on (02) 9289 7100. 
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